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SUBJECT: US RESPONSE TO PRC PROTEST OVER TIBETAN 
ACTIVITIES IN THE US 

1. GLEYSTEEN CALLED IN PRCLO COUNSELOR HSIEH CH'I-MEI 
SEPTEMBER 24 TO RESPOND TO HSIEH'S AUGUST 8 PROTEST 
OVER "TIBETAN REBEL" ACTIVITIES IN THE UNITED STATES. 

HSIEH HAD REQUESTED AT THAT TIME THAT THE US GOVERNMENT 
"BAN" THE OFFICE OF TIBET IN NEW YORK AND PREVENT A TIBETAN 
SONG AND DANCE TROUPE FROM VISITING THIS COUNTRY. HE 
SAID THAT US "CONNIVANCE" IN THE ACTIVITIES OF THE OFFICE 

OF TIBET WAS IN VIOLATION OF THE SPIRIT OF THE SHANGHAI 
COMMUNIQUE. 

2. GLEYSTEEN TOLD HSIEH THAT AFTER CAREFUL STUDY OF THE 
MATTER. WE HAD DETERMINED THAT THE OFFICE OF TIBET IS 
PROPERLY REGISTERED UNDER THE FOREIGN AGENTS REGISTRATION 
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ACT. HE NOTED THAT IF AN ORGANIZATION MEETS REQUIREMENTS 
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OF THE ACT, THERE IS NO WAY IT CAN BE EXCLUDED FROM 
REGISTRATION. 

3. GLEYSTEEN RECALLED THAT ON AUGUST 8 HE HAD MENTIONED 
US LEGAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL RESTRICTIONS ON OUR ABILITY 
TO BE RESPONSIVE TO PROTESTS SUCH AS THAT OF THE PRC. 
ALTHOUGH THERE IS NOTHING THE USG CAN LEGALLY DO ABOUT 
THE ACTIVITIES OF THE OFFICE OF TIBET, HE WANTED THE 
CHINESE TO UNDERSTAND THAT THIS DOES NOT IMPLY USG 
ENDORSEMENT OF THE OFFICE. IN FACT THE ACT REQUIRES 
THAT THE OFFICE OF TIBET INCLUDE A DISCLAIMER TO THIS 
EFFECT ON ALL MATERIAL PUBLISHED BY IT. 

4. WITH REGARD TO THE SONG AND DANCE TROUPE, GLEYSTEEN 
EXPLAINED THAT ALTHOUGH THE OFFICE OF TIBET NEWSLETTER 
HAS PUBLICIZED THE TROUPE'S TOUR. THE SPONSOR IS A COM 
MERCIAL FIRM, AND THE CASE MEETS ALL THE CRITERIA OF 
OUR VISA LAW. HENCE, HE SAID, THE USG CAN LEGALLY DO 
NOTHING TO PREVENT THE TOUR. 

5. GLEYSTEEN EMPHASIZED THAT OUR ACTIONS ARE NATURALLY 
BOUND BY OUR LAWS, AND THESE APPLY REGARDLESS OF THE 
FOREIGN COUNTRY INVOLVED IN A GIVEN CASE. HE REJECTED 
THE CHINESE CHARGES OF "CONNIVANCE" AND SAID THE USG 
DOES NOT CONSIDER THAT IT HAS VIOLATED THE SPIRIT OF THE 
SHANGHAI COMMUNIQUE. 

6. AS A BETTER ILLUSTRATION OF THE USG POSITION, 

GLEYSTEEN ADDED, WE THINK THE CHINESE SHOULD KNOW THAT 
SOME AMERICANS HAVE TRIED TO BRING THE DALAI LAMA TO THE 
UNITED STATES, AND HAVE ASKED WHAT OUR ATTITUDE 
WOULD BE. WE HAVE MADE IT CLEAR THAT WE CONSIDER IT 
INAPPROPRIATE FOR HIM TO COME AND HAVE DONE EVERYTHING 
WE CAN TO DISCOURAGE THE PROSPECTIVE SPONSORS. 

7. IN REPLY, HSIEH CHARACTERIZED THE US POSITION AS 
"UNTENABLE". TIBET, HE SAID, IS PART OF THE TERRITORY 
OF CHINA, AND THE SO-CALLED OFFICE OF TIBET REPRESENTS 
TIBETAN REBELS, SO THE OFFICE OF TIBET CANNOT BE CON- 
SIDERED AN AGENT OF A (LEGITIMATE) FOREIGN PRINCIPAL. 
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FURTHER, HE SAID, THE TIBETAN SONG AND DANCE TROUPE S 
TOUR IS NOT COMMERCIAL IN NATURE. AFTER POINTING OUT 
THAT THE USG HAD DONE NOTHING IN RESPONSE TO THE PRC 
PROTESTS OF JULY 1974 AND AUGUST 1975, HE SAID IT WAS 
CLEAR FROM MR. GLEYSTEEN'S COMMENTS THAT THE USG DOES 
NOT INTEND TO ACT, WHICH IS INDEED "CONNIVANCE" AND A 
VIOLATION OF THE SPIRIT OF THE SHANGHAI COMMUNIQUE. 
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8. HSIEH NOTED THAT GLEYSTEEN HAD MENTIONED THE POSSI- 
BILITY OF A VISIT BY THE DALAI LAMA TO THE US. EVERYONE 
KNOWS. HE SAID, THAT THE DALAI LAMA IS "CHIEFTAIN OF THE 
TIBETAN REBELS, AND IT WOULD BE A "SERIOUS" VIOLATION 
OF THE SPIRIT OF THE SHANGHAI COMMUNIQUE IF SUCH A 
VISIT TOOK PLACE. 

9. GLEYSTEEN REPLIED THAT IT WAS IMPORTANT FOR THE PRC 

TO UNDERSTAND THAT WE RESPECT THE UNITY OF CHINA AND THE 
PRINCIPLES OF THE SHANGHAI COMMUNIQUE. ALTHOUGH WE 
DISAGREE IN THE PRESENT CASE, THE USG CAN ONLY ACT WITHIN 
OUR CONSTITUTIONAL LIMITS. THIS WOULD BE SO WHETHER 
THE FOREIGN COUNTRY INVOLVED WERE IRELAND, GERMANY, OR 
ANY OTHER STATE. DIFFERENCES BETWEEN US ARE NATURAL 
AND INEVITABLE, HE SAID, BUT OUR ACTIONS IN THIS CASE 
SHOULD NOT BE INTERPRETED AS REFLECTING ON THE UNITY OF 
CHINA. HE SAID THAT WE IN TURN HOPE THAT THE CHINESE 
WILL SIMILARLY RESPECT THE UNITY AND TERRITORIAL IN- 
TEGRITY OF THE UNITED STATES, AN ISSUE THAT HAD RECENTLY 
ARISEN. 

10. GLEYSTEEN CLOSED BY REITERATING THAT OUR GOOD 
INTENTIONS ARE REFLECTED IN OUR HANDLING OF THE PROPOSED 
VISIT BY THE DALAI LAMA. HSIEH AGAIN REVIEWED THE PRC 
POSITION, AND CLOSED BY POINTING OUT THAT "IMPLEMEN- 
TATION OF THE SHANGHAI COMMUNIQUE IS A MATTER NOT ONLY 

OF WORDS, BUT OF DEEDS." KISSINGER 
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